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fire is kept up; it is then rolled; and, dried in this
manner, it keeps for a long time without becoming
tainted. These pieces are called the tenderloins,
and are in great demand in the village when the
hunters return. This hunt ends about Christmas.
The savages come back loaded with these tender-
loins, and it is wonderful what heavy loads the men
and women carry on the march. The remainder of
the time until the month of march is passed in the
winter quarters, where the women are continually
occupied. The men go, from time to time, to hunt
for deer or bear, and spend the rest of the time in
gaming, dancing, singing partisque fruuntur. They
are all gentlemen, the sole occupation of whose lives
consists in hunting, in fishing, and in war.

The life that the savages lead in the village is
about the same as that in their winter quarters. The
women alone till the soil, and sow; they do this
carefully, and consequently the corn is very fine and
abundant. The idleness of the men is the cause
of all their debauchery, and of their aversion to the
christian religion. Balls are held here, as in France;
while in a cabin the dancers move about to the
cadence of a kind of drum, you hear, on the other
hand, some old woman singing.

I am almost forgetting to tell you of our gardens.
One of their finest ornaments is what we call the
watermelon, which grows to an extraordinary size.
It has a very sweet taste, and differs from our
melons because it does not turn yellow. These
melons are eaten without salt, and are harmless
even when eaten in quantities.

The above, my Reverend Father, is a short de-
scription of the climate and of the customs of our



